
May 17, 2020 
 
Community News   
We hope you all received the pastoral letter that went out by mail and email this 
week concerning the impact of the pandemic on our mental and emotional well-
being and the list of resources that was sent with it. These are also posted on our 
Facebook page and website. If you did not receive a copy of this letter, please let 
Brandy know right away and she will be sure to send you a copy. 
 

Our intention this morning during worship was to focus on one of the faith 
questions we have received from congregation members. However, events this 
past week have prompted us to change our plans. The service today will offer a 
time to name the hurt that has touched us, to lean on the assurance of God’s 
faithfulness, and to reaffirm our commitment to walk in paths of love and 
compassion with Jesus. 
 

Next Sunday we will come back to the question of whether Jesus was "just" a 
prophet, like Moses and Mohammed, and if Christianity is the “right” way to God. 
 

Acknowledgement of the Territory  
In the spirit of reconciliation let us acknowledge our relationship 
With the indigenous people of this land. 

We acknowledge that we are gathering for worship on the traditional 
lands of the first nations and the homeland of the Métis. We are all treaty 
people bound by the under-standings made in the agreement known as 
treaty six. 

 
Welcome  
Welcome to worship with St. Martin’s United Church. I’m Jordan Cantwell, I am 
here with my ministry colleague, Keith Hall, our tech team, Ken Glover and Cathy 
and Bob Anderson, and our musician, Betty Lou Agnew. Our scripture readers 
this morning are Caroline Macatangay and Nick Kenney. 
 
May you find comfort, healing and hope in this time together in worship today. 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle  
Christ is risen! 
 He is risen indeed! 
We gather in the light of the risen Christ. 
 Alleluia! 
 
Peace Candle  
We light our peace candle as we pray for peace in our hearts, in our communities 
and in our world. 



Affirming Candle 
St. Martin’s is an affirming congregation of the United Church of Canada.  
As such, we seek to be public, intentional and explicit in our welcome of LGBTQIA 
and Two-Spirit persons. We strive to be a community that practices an expansive 
and authentic welcome to all God’s children. We light a rainbow candle as a 
symbol and a reminder of this commitment.  
 
We Sing “Come and Fill Our Hearts with Your Peace” MV #16  
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O God, are holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace, alleluia!  (repeat) 
 
Acknowledging What Happened   
In the last week, McClure United Church, Grosvenor Park United Church, St. 
Thomas-Wesley United Church, Emmanuel Anglican Church, St. George’s 
Anglican Church, the Unitarian Universalists, and St. Andrew’s College were all 
spray painted with homophobic graffiti. Each of these ministries are openly 
affirming of LGBTQIA and Two Spirit people. Earlier, the Pride Centre at the U of 
S was similarly vandalized. The culprit was apprehended several times by police 
and subsequently released. He is a person living with a great deal of brokenness 
and vulnerability, which are manifesting in acts of hatred towards others.  
These acts of vandalism have caused significant stress and trauma to many 
within the queer community as old wounds and fears are re-opened and people 
are made to feel unsafe within their own neighbourhoods. 
There has been an outpouring of love and concern from people all across Canada 
in response to the vandalism, with local people pitching in to help clean up each 
of the sites.  
It has truly been a week of great ugliness and tremendous beauty, deep hurt and 
profound love. Our worship today seeks to acknowledge both the pain and the 
hope that have been touched by these events. 
 
Call to Worshipi   
To those who shout with bitter words and prejudiced hearts, we say, 
 in God I trust, I am not afraid. 
To the voices within that doubt and fear, we say, 
 in God I trust, I am not afraid. 
To the forces of prejudice, homophobia, biphobia, and transphobia, we say, 
 in God I trust, I am not afraid. 
To the diseases of the heart, mind and body, we say, 
 in God I trust, I am not afraid. 
God of justice, God of beauty, 
 Holy Creator of us all, 
in you we put our trust; to you we call this day. 
 Be with us as we worship. 



Prayer (Psalm 55:1-8)   
Give ear to my prayer, O God; 
do not hide yourself from my supplication. 
 Attend to me, and answer me; 
 I am troubled in my complaint. 
I am distraught by the noise of the enemy, 
because of the clamour of the wicked. 
 For they bring trouble upon me, 
 and in anger they cherish enmity against me. 
My heart is in anguish within me, 
the terrors of death have fallen upon me. 
 Fear and trembling come upon me, 
 and horror overwhelms me. 
And I say, ‘O that I had wings like a dove! 
I would fly away and be at rest; 
 truly, I would flee far away; 
 I would lodge in the wilderness; 
I would hurry to find a shelter for myself 
from the raging wind and tempest.’ 
 Give ear to my prayer, O God; 
 do not hide yourself from my supplication. 
 
We Sing  “O God, Why Are You Silent?” MV #73 (vs. 1,2,3,5) 
Oh God, why are you silent? I cannot hear your voice.  
The proud and strong and violent all claim you and rejoice.  
You promised you would hold me with tenderness and care.  
Draw near, O love, enfold me and ease the pain I bear. 
 
Now lost within my grieving, I fall and lose my way,  
my fragile, faint believing so swiftly swept away.  
O God of pain and sorrow, my compass and my guide,  
I cannot face the morrow without you by my side. 
 
My hope lies bruised and battered, my wounded heart is torn; 
my spirit spent and shattered by life’s relentless storm.  
Will you not bend to hear me, my cries from deep within.  
Have you no word to cheer me when night is closing in? 
 
May pain draw forth compassion, let wisdom rise from loss. 
O take my heart and fashion the image of your cross.  
Then may I know your healing through healing that I share, 
your grace and love revealing your tenderness and care.  
 



Candle Lighting – Lament   
We grieve that fear and hatred still hold sway in the hearts of God’s children, 
that words are used to sow division, that brokenness goes untended and spreads. 
We light this candle as a symbol of our lament that we still have so far to go 
before this world reflects the kin-dom of God for which we long.  
 
Time of Silence 
 
Scripture Reading:  Psalm 54   
 Save me, O God, by your name, 
   and vindicate me by your might. 
Hear my prayer, O God; 
   give ear to the words of my mouth. 
 
For the insolent have risen against me, 
   the ruthless seek my life; 
   they do not set God before them. 
 
But surely, God is my helper; 
   and the upholder of my life. 
God will repay my enemies for their evil. 
   In your faithfulness, put an end to them. 
 
With a freewill-offering I will sacrifice to you; 
   I will give thanks to your name, O God, for it is good. 
For you have delivered me from every trouble, 
   and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies. 
 
This is testimony from our ancestors in faith. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Reflection   
 
Moment of silence 
 
We Sing  “My Life Flows On” VU #716 
My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentation.  
I hear the sweet, though far off hymn that hails a new creation.  
Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear the music, ringing:  
it finds an echo in my soul – how can I keep from singing?  
 
What though my joys and comforts die? My Saviour still is living. 
What though the shadows gather round? A new song Christ is giving.  



No storm can shake my in most calm, while to the rock I’m clinging:  
since love commands both heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 
 
When tyrants tremble, sick with fear, and hear their death knells ringing; 
when friends rejoice both far and near, how can I keep from singing?  
In prison cell and dungeon vile our thoughts to them are winging:  
when friends by shame are undefiled, how can I keep from singing? 
 
I lift my eyes, the cloud grows thin, I see the blue above it;  
and day by day this pathway smooths, since first I learned to love it. 
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing: 
all things are mine since I am Christ’s – how can I keep from singing? 
 
Candle Lighting – Healing   
We long for healing from the wounds inflicted by prejudice and hate. 
We long for healing from the bitterness that threatens to overwhelm us. 
We long for healing from fear that distorts love. 
We long for healing and deliverance and hope. 
The light of this candle burns with our longing. 
 
Time of Silence 
 
Anthem: Contemporary Singers – “Love Changes Everything”  
 
A reading – "Don’t Hide”ii 
Don’t hide; don’t run,  
but rather discover in the midst of fragmentation 
a new way forward: 
a different kind of journey, marked by its fragility, 
uncertainty and lack of definition. 
And on that path, to hold these hands 
that even in their brokenness create a new tomorrow. 
To dance at the margins, and to see the face of Christ 
where hurt is real and pain a way of life. 
To be touched in the eye of the storm,  
aware that tomorrow may not bring peace. 
Impossible, you say; let me retreat and find my rest. 
What rest, my friend, in these fragmented times? 
 
Scripture Reading:   Luke 6:27-36  
‘But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you 
on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do 



not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone 
takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would 
have them do to you. 
 
‘If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love 
those who love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is 
that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you 
hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to 
receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting 
nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most 
High; for God is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as God is 
merciful.       
 
This is testimony from our ancestors in faith. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Reflection   
 
Moment of silence 
 
We Sing “Love Is the Touch” MV #89 
Love is the touch of intangible joy;  
love is the force that no fear can destroy; 
love is the goodness we gladly applaud: 
God is where love is, for love is of God. 
 
Love is the lilt in a lingering voice; 
love is the hope that can make us rejoice; 
love is the cure for the frightened and flawed: 
God is where love is, for love is of God. 
 
Love is the light in the tunnel of pain; 
love is the will to be whole once again; 
love is the trust of a friend on the road: 
God is where love is, for love is of God. 
 
Love is the Maker and Spirit and Son; 
love is the kingdom their will has begun; 
love is the path which the saints all have trod: 
God is where love is, for love is of God. 
 
Candle Lighting – Compassion   
Our hearts go out to all who have been hurt or traumatized, who feel threatened 



or afraid. 
Our hearts go out to communities of faith whose holy places have been violated. 
Our hearts go out to the culprit, a man in need of help and healing, who keeps 
falling through cracks and spiraling downward. 
Our hearts break for the brokenness of humanity and all the harm it causes. 
May the flame of this candle ignite our compassion for all God’s children. 
 
Time of Silence 
 
Sung Lord’s Prayer 
 
Offering    
The pandemic has resulted in significant financial losses for many, including our 
church. If you are struggling financially, please do not feel pressure to give. If you 
need someone to talk to or to get help, please call either Keith or myself so we 
can connect you with the support you need. 
 
If, however, you are in a position to make a special financial offering this year as a 
way to offset our losses this would make a real difference. 
You can do this by e-transfer, by mailing a cheque to the church office, or by 
going to our website and clicking on the ‘Donate’ button.  

Whatever and however you give, the most important offering you make is your 
worship and your participation in this community, and we are deeply grateful or 
this. 
 

Offertory: “Grant Us, God, the Grace”  VU #540 
Grant us, God, the grace of giving, with a spirit large and free, 
that ourselves and all our living we may offer faithfully. 
 
Prayers of the Peopleiii  
Gracious and loving God, holy mystery, wholly love, we turn to you in prayer, 
trusting in your faithfulness and great love for us.  

We are grateful for the ways your Spirit has moved within our communities, 
inspiring words and actions that bring comfort, encouragement and hope. We 
pray that all people who feel excluded by families, faith communities, and society 
because of who they are may experience your love in their lives. We pray for 
peace and respect for all in this community, this country, and this world.  

We pray for political leaders at all levels as they struggle to make the world a 
better place. We pray that the teachings of Jesus and those of other world faiths 
will work together to meet the challenges of our world today. 



And in our own community of St. Martin’s, we pray for grace and courage to 
respond with dignity and love whenever and wherever there is hurt, fear, 
prejudice, and oppression. 

For those amongst us who have personal challenges, have family members who 
need support, or anyone who is under stress, we pray that God’s gentle Spirit will 
bring peace, and spiritual and physical healing. We remember especially: 
Betty Lou  
Les 
Sadie 
Mary 
Jean 
Margaret 
Norma 
Kristina 

Elisabeth 
Malvina 
Lillian 
Lisa 
Dianne & Troy 
Lorna & Erin  
Zoe and Josh  
Roy and Janet 

Geri and Joe 
Pam, Katrina & Charlie 
Jill & Janna  
Jane & Gord  
Barb, Terry and Rick 
Gail  
Debbie 
Eileen  

Cindy, Brian, Helen & Esther  
… and all of their families; 

 

 

we also remember the people of La Loche, and all who are sick with COVID, and 
all who care for them. 

In all of these celebrations and concerns, we are grateful that we can turn to you 
for wisdom and guidance in our lives. We pray in the name of Jesus, who teaches 
us your way of peace and love. Amen.
 
We Sing  “My Love Colours Outside the Lines” MV #138 
My love colours outside the lines, exploring paths that few could ever find; 
and takes me into places where I’ve never been before  
and opens doors to worlds outside the lines. 
 
My Lord colours outside the lines, turns wounds to blessings, water into wine; 
and takes me into places where I’ve never been before  
and opens doors to worlds outside the lines. 
 
We’ll never walk on water if we’re not prepared to drown,  
body and soul need a soaking from time to time. 
And we’ll never move the gravestones if we’re not prepared to die  
and realize there are worlds outside the lines. 
 
My soul longs to colour outside the lines,  
tear back the curtains, sun, come in and shine;  
I want to walk beyond the boundaries where I’ve never been before,  
throw open doors to worlds outside the lines. 
 
We’ll never walk on water if we’re not prepared to drown,  



body and soul need a soaking from time to time. 
And we’ll never move the gravestones if we’re not prepared to die  
and realize there are worlds outside the lines. 
 
My soul longs to colour outside the lines,  
tear back the curtains, sun, come in and shine;  
I want to walk beyond the boundaries where I’ve never been before,  
throw open doors to worlds outside the lines. 
 
Benedictioniv 
The Spirit of God is upon us! 

By the power of God, ruined cities and devasted lands shall be repaired 
and rebuilt. 

By the power of God, the broken shall be healed, the oppressed freed, and those 
who mourn, comforted. 
 By the power of God, we are anointed as partners in this work of love. 
The Spirit of God is upon us; 
go forth to work and praise, made new by the power of God. 
 
We Sing  VU #974  “Amen! Amen! Hallelujah, Amen!”  (2x) 
 
 

i Courage to Love: Liturgies for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Community, compiled by Geoffrey 

Duncan; The Pilgrim Press, 2002. 
ii Seeing Christ in Others: An anthology for Worship, Meditation and Mission, ed. Geoffrey Duncan, United Church 

Publishing House, 1998. 
iii Adapted from: Stories from the Heart Worship Service for Pride Sunday; United Church of Canada, 2019. 
iv Before the Amen:Creative Resources for Worship; eds. Maren c. & Maria I. Tirabassi; The Pilgrim Press, 2007. 

 


