
Easter 5 – May 10, 2020 
 
Community News   
It’s Mother’s Day… special shout out to all moms, aunties, grandmas and caregivers.  
 
We are delighted that you have been sending us your faith questions to reflect on together 
during worship… and you have sent in some wonderfully challenging questions! Next Sunday 
we will reflect on the question: Was Jesus "just" a prophet, like Moses and Mohammed? Who is 
to say that Christianity is the "right way"? 
 
Depending on the volume of questions coming in, we will continue to reflect on one question 
every other week. So please keep them coming. 
 

Acknowledgement of the Territory  
In the spirit of reconciliation let us acknowledge our relationship 
With the indigenous people of this land. 

We acknowledge that we are gathering for worship on the traditional lands of the first 
nations and the homeland of the Métis. We are all treaty people bound by the under-
standings made in the agreement known as treaty six. 

 
Welcome  
Welcome to worship with St. Martin’s United Church. I’m Jordan Cantwell, I am here with my 
ministry colleague, Keith Hall, our tech team, Ken Glover and Cathy and Bob Anderson, and our 
musician, Betty Lou Agnew. Our scripture reader this morning is Tami Willson; and we are 
grateful to all who sent in photos for our worship today. We hope that this service will be a 
source of inspiration and comfort for you for the coming week. 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle  

[Christ candle is lit]  

Christ is risen! 
 He is risen indeed! 
We gather in the light of the risen Christ. 
 Alleluia! 
 
Affirming & Peace Candles  
St. Martin’s is an affirming congregation of the United Church. The rainbow candle is a symbol 
of our commitment to be inclusive.  
The Peace Candle reminds us to continually strive for peace and justice for all.  
 
Call to Worship     
Creator, parent of the human family, 
 we gather to worship you. 
In baptism, we are called beloved children of God; as such, 
 we gather to worship you. 
Friends, neighbours, siblings in faith,  

we gather to worship in song, in prayer, in readings from your story/our story,  
in thoughts and reflections. 

 Let us worship God. 
 
 



Opening prayer   
God, creator of us all, we gather to worship you. 

We come as individuals, we come in family units, we come together as neighbours and 
friends. We come here, where we are known by name, welcomed with all our 
fragilities and strengths. We gather with kindred spirits who long to live faithful to 
your calling. 
Guide us, inspire us, challenge us, comfort us, and nurture us in this time of worship 
so that we might be enabled to return to our daily lives ready to engage fully with all 
of your creation. Amen. 
 

We Sing  “She Flies On” VU #380 
Refrain: 

She comes sailing on the wind, her wings flashing in the sun; 
on a journey just begun, she flies on. 
And in the passage of her flight, her song rings out through the night,  
full of laughter, full of light, she flies on. 

 
Silent waters rocking on the morning of our birth,  
like an empty cradle waiting to be filled. 
And from the heart of God the Spirit moved upon the earth, 
like a mother breathing life into her child. 

Many were the dreamers whose eyes were given sight 
when the Spirit filled their dreams with life and form. 
Deserts turned to gardens, broken hearts found new delight, 
and then down the ages still she flew on.  R 
 
To a gentle girl in Galilee, a gentle breeze she came, 
a whisper softly calling in the dark, 
the promise of a child of peace whose reign would never end, 
Mary sang the Spirit song within her heart. 

Flying to the river, she waited circling high 
above the child now grown so full of grace. 
As he rose up from the water, she swept down from the sky, 
and she carried him away in her embrace.  R 
 
Long after the deep darkness that fell upon the world, 
after dawn returned in flame of rising sun, 
the Spirit touched the earth again, again her wings unfurled, 
bringing life in wind and fire as she flew on.  R 
 
Mother’s Day Tribute 
 
Scripture Reading:  Mark 10:23-31    
Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it will be for those who have 
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!’ And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But 
Jesus said to them again, ‘Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
God.’ They were greatly astounded and said to one another, ‘Then who can be saved?’ Jesus 
looked at them and said, ‘For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are 
possible.’ 



 
Peter began to say to him, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed you.’ Jesus said, ‘Truly I 
tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or 
children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a 
hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, 
with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and 
the last will be first.’ 
 
This is testimony from our ancestors in faith. 
 Thanks be to God!  
 
We Sing  “Who Is My Mother” MV #178  
Who is my mother, who is my brother? All those who gather round Jesus Christ: 
Spirit blown people born from the Gospel sit at the table round Jesus Christ. 
 
Differently abled, differently labelled, widen a circle round Jesus Christ. 
Crutches and stigmas, cultures enigmas, all come together round Jesus Christ.   
 
Love will relate us; colour or status can’t segregate us round Jesus Christ. 
Family failings, human derailings, all are accepted round Jesus Christ.    
 
Bound by one vision, met for one mission we claim each other round Jesus Christ: 
Here is my mother, here is my brother, kindred in spirit round Jesus Christ. 
 
Reflection    
 
Time for quiet reflection 
 
We Sing  “Would You Bless Our Homes and Families” VU #556 (vs. 1-3) 
Would you bless our homes and families, source of life who calls us here; 
in our world of stress and tension teach us love that conquers fear. 
Help us learn to love each other with a love that constant stays; 
teach us when we face our troubles, love's expressed in many ways. 
 
When our way is undemanding, let us use the time that's ours 
to delight in simple pleasures, sharing joys in gentle hours. 
When our way is anxious walking and a heavy path we plod, 
teach us trust in one another and in you, our gracious God. 
 
From the homes in which we're nurtured, with the love that shapes us there, 
teach us, God, to claim as family everyone whose life we share. 
And through all that life may offer, may we in your love remain; 
may the love we share in families be alive to praise your name. 
 
Offering    
The pandemic has meant a significant loss of financial support from our usual sources of 
revenue, including rental income, the Garage Sale and the Ham Supper. If you are able, please 
think about turning your usual contribution to these events into a special financial offering this 
year as a way to offset our losses. You can do this by mailing a cheque to the church office.  
However, if you are also experiencing financial losses as a result of the pandemic, please do not 
feel pressure to give. We understand, and we are holding you in prayer. If you are in need of 



help, please call Keith or Jordan and they will try to connect you with the resources you need. 
The most important offering you make is your worship and your participation in this 
community. 
 
Offertory: “Grant Us, God, the Grace”  VU #540 
Grant us, God, the grace of giving, with a spirit large and free, 
that ourselves and all our living we may offer faithfully. 
 
Prayers of the People    
Our faith blesses us with stories of others who have sought to live in life-giving relationships. 
As we remember these relatives in faith, remind us of your guidance and presence with us. Let 
us pray— 

God of Moses, Aaron, and Miriam; God of Mary, Martha, and Lazurus; God of siblings who cared 
for one another, offered support and challenge, celebrated together, worked together, argued 
together, and grieved together; we are thankful for their witness. As they have done, may we 
also seek to live in life-giving relationships with those we name as siblings. 

God of Eli and Samuel; mentors and trusted leaders in faith remind us of the opportunities we 
have to nurture, care for, and discern with one another in this faith community. May we 
embrace the trust that is offered and shared with respect, care, and humility. 

God of Ruth and Naomi, who embraced each other despite differences of race and cultural 
traditions, and chose to be family for one another; for all who choose to be family, may your 
love and hope be sustained day by day. 

God of Peter, Thomas and Mary, who left the familiar to build new community with Jesus and 
his followers; though faithful, they had moments of doubt, of fear, of denial. In our moments of 
doubt, fear, and denial, may we remember to trust and to take one step at a time. 

God of Hagar, Abraham, and Ishmael; God of Sarah, Abraham, and Isaac; God of the 
complicated, and the jealous, and the broken, remind us that this too is real and that you walk 
with us through these troubling times. 

God of Simon; God of Bartimaeus; God of the widow of Nain; God of all who seek wholeness, 
consolation, and restoration, we pray for those connected to our faith family in need of your 
healing touch:

Betty Lou  
Les 
Sadie 
Mary 
Margaret 
Norma 
Kristina 
Elizabeth 

BJ 
Dianne & Troy 
Lorna and Erin  
Zoe and Josh  
Roy and Janet 
Geri and Joe 
Pam, Katrina and Charlie 

Cindy, Brian, Helen and 
Esther 
Lisa  
Jill & Janna  
Jane & Gord  
Barb, Terry and Rick 
Gail  
Debbie  

 
… and all of their families; 
 
and all who are sick with COVID-19 and all who care for them. 
 
God of the past, God of the present, God of tomorrow, help us to live in relationships that seek 
justice, love kindness, and ground us in your love. 



 
We continue in prayer together, singing: The Lord’s Prayer (VU #959) 
 
Minute for Mission video 
 
We Sing  “Wherever You May Go” MV #216 
Refrain: 

Wherever you may go, I will follow, and your people shall be my people too. 
Wherever you may go, I will follow, for I would be faithful, loyal and true. 

 
Say the word and I will stay, I will never go away, 
we will travel side by side and God’s love will be our guide.  R 
 
From the beginning to the end I will always be your friend, 
When you need me, I’ll be there, you can trust my faithful care.  R 
 
Benediction    
Once you were not a people, 
but now you are a people bound together in God’s mercy 
and united in Christ’s service. 
Leave this time of worship in peace and confidence, 
to love and serve in the name of Jesus the Christ, 
the living representation of God – our way, our truth, our life.   
 Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
We Sing  VU #974  “Amen! Amen! Hallelujah, Amen!”  (2x) 
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