l March 6, 2011 Q
LENTEN NEWSLETTER

St. Martin’s United Church

Lenten Message from the Board Chair

Sacrifice, Resurrection, Hope, familiar themes as we
progress through Lent to Easter's celebration.

Special points of
Even as we experience these traditions we are drawn to interest:

the realization that a modern day drama of extreme * Lenten Theme
sacrifice is playing out around the world as people ~5ing aNew Song”
everywhere resurrect their own hopes for personal
dignity and freedom.

e Exciting News from
Outreach

e Schedule of Easter
Our thoughts and prayers are with those everywhere services

who struggle to cast off the yoke of oppression and may * Bible Adventures (with
Blessing find all who seek resurrection in their own colouring page)
lives. ~ Bob Armstrong

e Girlz Nite In

e Easter Ham Supper
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Lent is a time of lengthening. Indeed, the word itself comes from the Old English pronunciation
of “lengthen.” This reflects the fact that, in the northern hemisphere, Lent falls at the time of
year when the days are lengthening. At the same time, Lent gives us an opportunity to do some
spiritual stretching of our own. Even though some of us may shrink our appetites by giving up
some treat such as chocolate, we exercise spiritual discipline, flex our spiritual “muscles” and
give length (and breadth) to the reach of our faith.

Sing a New Song

Each Sunday at St. Martin’s during this Lenten season, we are going to examine a reading from
the Psalms that focuses on redemption and new beginnings. Recognizing that the Psalms were
originally set to music, our theme for Lent 2011 is “Sing a New Song.”

Please join us, so we may journey through Lent together, stretching our hearts and iR
minds as we lengthen our spiritual grasp. Sing a New Song at St. Martin’s, as together J’@
we seek to stretch everything but the truth and lengthen everything except the X

sermon time. @
~ Rev Michael Webster




Ministry By Phone

Af er an enjoyable fall sthe support of both thye
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prayermates does theirs,
As human beings [we are made to
surpass ourselvgs, and are truly l’
ourselves only when transcending
ourselves. ~ Hugton Smith
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Good Food Box

CHEP is a non -profit Saskatoon organization that
works with communities to improve access to nutritious
food CHEPGs vision is of a comng
food is always available for everyone no matter what their )
circumstances; where there is care for the

environment, support for farmers, access to local food production, and
knowledge about making healthy food choices.

In 2001 St. Martins began to participate in the Good Food Box knowing
that we were supporting local farmers, getting to know more about our
community, as well as getting cheaper and better quality produce and
enjoying a nice variety of fresh fruits and vegetables.

Since St. Martins has been involved with Good Food Box we have
passed on 3157 good food boxes to 139 different families not all of whom
attend our church.

Should you be interested in becoming involved with the Good Food Box,
contact Ralph Reid at 664-4605.

St. Martin’s Book Club

During | ast few montthhse hcahvuer cthh et oStd.i s
Book Club tried s omedtehtienrgminneew!wh alxu rbio
December wef SLéKaldyhitinkeb Yt next sel ecton
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evening and provi dedalasn0 0j PP O; It QU nsihtoywcfaosre tih.e the | ol
children and adults bl P kM et aanrdeagdeitngt Oyokunoi"‘hterests
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The Book Club iYSShiAedeBBt214y froga chiddg t onal i nformat or
CrA0K novel DbyMe Jwidil Piecoul t .
meetng on Monday, March 7th at 7:00 at
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Senior Youth News

The Senior Youth Group continues to meet on Sunday morning under the

leadership of Keith Hall, Barb Faure and Jeff Martenskoop. The discussions on

any given Sunday are animated and thoughtful and | am honored and appreciate

this faith development time with these hopeful and wise young folks. | continue

to plan the monthly social events for the group

which have included go carting, movie watching,

Christmas Partying at Kei Janua
sleepover at the church and many opportunities

to eat together and enjoy mpany

It is true that the youth are our future. Most
importantly, youth are our

present. Take a moment to talk to these fine
young folks and learn who they

are and the fabulous things they contribute
to our congregation and our

community.

Submitted by,
J. Keith Hall

Designated Lay Minister

50
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The Card and Board  Games Club continues to meet in
the Lounge, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm, on the Second Tuesday
of each month from September to May. We enjoy playing
various card and board games, followed by refreshments.
To cover expenses, a small joining fee is charged, plus a
monthly freewill offering. New members are always
welcome. ~ submitted by Dorothy Dryden
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THE WORSHIP BAND Lent 2011 ‘Q”

The worship band continues to make great music together with a
present membership of ..six instrumentalists and eight vocalists. We are
very grateful for the efforts of our volunteer sound men, Ken Glover and
Joel Yurach, whose commitment to our rehearsal and worship schedule
I's very much appreciated. We participat
t he Season Concertdé and participated in
by Mayfair United Church on February 12, 2011. We continue to
endeavor to provide an alternate and contemporary sound to the 1100
a.m. worship service twice a month. We rehearse on Wednesdays from
700-830 p.m. and would welcome new members at any time. We
continue to meet operating expenses without any financial assistance
from the church budget, relying solely on monies raised from the
0Sounds of the Seasono6 concert for our m
These funds are maintained in a St. Mar t
account. The band is truly an intergenerational mixture of members, an
evolution which | believe needs to be celebrated. COME JOIN US!!

~ Respectfully submitted by J. Keith Hall, Designated Lay Minister

St. Martin’s Community Garden—Growing Food : Feeding the Spirit

The garden flourished under the careful watch of 14 gardeners and 5 members of the
organizing committee. Ralph Reid crafted a sign for the garden, Ken Turner provided
expert advice to the gardeners, Brenda Goossen & Katya Szalasznyj produced a
gardening newsletter and Dayle Armstrong made sure that garden events were
organized including a wonderful potluck supper in the fall to celebrate the bounty of our
harvest.

L In the garden area, benches were installed through the generous donation
&  ofindividual congregation members and a small tool shed was placed to
¢ give access to some basic tools. We made some progress on the compost
area but this part of the garden needs more volunteer help. If you are
interested in composting or want to learn what it takes, please contact
a garden committee member.

\\‘. W

The community garden will be growing again next year and application forms will be
available in March.  ~ Don Cook
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Contemporary Singers Lenten Newsletter Report 2011

The Contemporary Singers continue to be a viable and positive musical force within

St. Martindéds United Church. With a member ship
unique music to the worship experience in an environment of collegiality and fun. We sing 3

Sundays a month, twice at 11:00 a.m. and once at 9:30 a.m. We participated in the music

ministry fund-r a i sSoumds oféthe Seasén concert . We al so provide
the 10: 30 p.m. Candlelight Christmas Eve Servi
Appetizerds Eveningé at the church. Rat her t ha
contri buted a monetary donation to the I ntegra
given.

My appreciation and respect to the members of the chorus, our accompanist, Erin Tempel, our
organist, Betty Lou Agnew and other guest instrumentalists for allowing me to be a part of
their joyful music making and for their contributions given weekly in worship.

Please join us for outSpring Fundraiser and Concert on Tuesday May 3, 26ith special
guests theZodlac Tapestry Handbell ChaiVatch the fireplace and messenger for times and
ticket information.

We continue to operate solely on the funds raised from our spring fund-
raiser for music and other operating items.

Respectfully submitted,

J. Keith Hall
Director
Contemporary Singers

P
P Pz This small but dedicated group of people, continue to visit many of
our St. Martinds congregation Wwho &

to maintain contact with this, their church home. They visit monthly and attend a
monthly meeting to update ministry staff on these individuals. Please let us know if
there are individuals you would like included on our visitation list. You are more than

welcome to join us as a visitor; it ign
feel isolated from the church. Keith is available to provide more information.

Lay Pastoral Visitors

(@]
—
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2
OUTREACH BRINGS EXCITING NEWS

Essential Voices a program initiated by Integrated Community Ministries is becoming part
of St. Martin’s ministry. This program was established to employ persons on social
assistance 3 hours a week [$120 a month] with out reduction of benefits. ICM has learned
through Essential Voices that: Every person with a lived reality of poverty has an
essential contribution to make and every organization/church needs poverty experts
on their team.

The value to the worker is increased opportunities, skill development, connection,
community strength and partnerships. The value to the organization is immeasurable in
terms of achievement of goals, increased insight and understanding of poverty and in-
creased credibility in the community.

Brenda our Office administrator has offered her expertise and time to mentor a candidate
who would be interested in this type of program.

We are pleased to welcome Alanis Noon to our church team who will start Friday morning
March 4™ 2011.The term position will end Dec.30%" 2011.

Stop in and welcome Alanis to St. Martin’s community. ’
~ Submitted by Esther Edmonds

‘Fellowship Bells’ Handbell Choir

OQur choFritaegt moumi weekd Quemes t ogatrlkeerna amgoof
friendship andnifneel |oofwsuhsi pwhfoorartehemember s of St.

Choir. Over the past several weeks, our <choir h
partcipat ederiwmi owos schn pDecember 4t hwamae & amarnat gu
chall enge for our director, Bety Abéranhdenfebdc
practce or performahoe. oRI gneighbt s8DMgEemes and
repertoire fomoasmalal |[etaskhoOur ichoir was going
March because so0o many were going to be away. We
director has searched out music for fewer ringe
rehearsal!

Thank you, Bety, for your amazing commitment t ¢

Ringing togethdrelilrowlsrthiiggndshi p and

~ Submited by Fell owship Handbell Ringers.
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SCHEDULE OF EASTER SERVI CI

Pancake Supper and Service of Ashes

Tuesday March 8th, 2011 Supper at 6:00 p.m. Worship at
6:45 p.m.

Palm Sunday April 17 ™, 20115 Regular
Service Times of 930 and 1100 a.m.

Maundy Thursday Worship _ April 21 ', 2011 |
d time t.b.a. \L

Good Friday April 22 ", 20118 7:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday April 24 ™, 2011 - Regular Service Times of
930 and 1100 a.m.

FOR YOUR CALENDAREé.

St. Martins Annual Congregational Meeting Sunday
March 13th 10:00am to 11:30 am

Enneagram Workshop Saturday March 26 ™, 2011 9:00 am
0 5:00 pm Queens House of Retreat (details on the fire-

place and in the Messenger...sponsored by the Christian
Education Committee
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UC101 6 P a r t thig iaformative workshop facilitated
by Tracy Murton will answer such questions as:

Why should we care about the General Council? Where

do we fit in the picture? How are decisions made?

What's new? What are the changes in structure, what's

the news about office location, what's happening post -
Emerging Spirit? This event sponsored by the Christian

Education Committee will be held Sunday April 10 at

7: 00 pm at St. Martindbs. Please
convenience.

th

Easter Ham Supper 8 Saturday April 16 ™, 2011 ..(see full
page announcement in this newsletter)

St. Martinds Gi aSaturday AprileB0tre al e
2011 ;&

Contemporary Singers Spring Fundraiser and Concert o
Tuesday May 3 ", 2011 (watch the messenger for an-
nouncements re : ticket sales)
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Falh Frignds. ...

is about to get underway again. Last year we had 32 pair of secret
friends writing to each other over a six week period. This year |
expect that we will have a few more grownups and children/youth
corresponding for the purpose of getting to know one another.

Faith friend names and the support sheet will be distributed March 13 and it is hoped your
first letters will be in the special mail box Sunday, March 20. Faith friends will correspond for
six weeks and then on May 8 there will be a celebration party during the 11am worship,
where the true identity of your faith friend will be revealed.

Special arrangements can me made if you are going to be away for a Sunday or two.

If you would like to participate grown ups need to sign up on the fireplace and children need
to let their Bible Adventures Teacher know ASAP or call Debra (3437101) by March 6.

)

¢
Q

=~ O  ucw

0 Easter is very late this year and we are making
arrangements for the Easter Ham Supper to be
held April 16,2011. Prices are the same as last year and four
settings will be available.

Please check the back page of this newsletter. Tickets will be
available starting March 13th and from the church office during the
week. Hope you will plan to attend. ~ Shirley Cross President
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We are having another great year at Bible Adventures. Children and
teachers have been exploring bible stories, working on projects and
simply enjoying learning together.

The Bible Adventures Working Group has programming planned for
our children right up to the end of June. If you would like to be on
the Sub-teacher list or you have and idea you would like to share
speak with Debra.

REMINDER: Please make every effort to ensure your child has some
sort of shoes/slippers on Sunday morning. The floors in the lower hall
are very cold and uncomfortable for tender tootsies. Further if we
had to evacuate the building teachers have been instructed to take
the children right outside to the north parking lot fence - there would
be no time to gather boots. Thanks.

OMACZMCTD Mr-=0
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For more information, please contact any one of the planning
committee members:

Laura Fouhse 373-1753 or laurafouhse@shaw.ca \

Debra Berg N

Deb Walker The United Church of Canada
TJordan Cantwell 933-2942 or jcantwell@sasktelnet in River Bend Presbytery

Gayle Wensley | presents

beginning Frl, May 13 ot Zpm
ending Sot, May 12 ot 7pm

for girls grades 7-12

begins Friday night ot 7Tpm and ending Saturday night ot Tpm

registration cost:
$15.00
whet to bring:
sleeping bag, pillow, mattress (optional), toiletries, 2 spack to share,
2 spirit of love and 20 openness to new friendships

for girls grades 24-6

you #re invited to join the older girls on Saturday from 3-7pm

registration cost:

L4 rlsn, # GREATOR e

and much much more . AR

Rignpe ol off

g

%%QC
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Refugee Committee

The Refugee Committee, a sub-committee of the Outreach Committee, met as needed during
2010 to continue the support of the Al -Juboori family. Through a financial commitment of the
Official Board supplemented by a number of fund raising events the committee was able to
maintain its one year financial commitment to this family through to October of 2010. In
addition to finances the committee and its member remain connected to the family offering
support and encouragement for their transition into Canadian life and culture. The three
children are all succeeding well in school and have adapted to their new living conditions. The
parents, Isam and Najlaa, have worked toward upgrading their English and other skills in an
attempt to secure employment. Although they both had worked as electrical engineers in their
home country of Iraq, the paperwork and adaptations have made it difficult for them to trans-
fer those skills to Canada. Even still they persist toward attaining the appropriate regulatory
approvals. In the meantime Isam has worked in a series of temporary positions and recently
Najlaa has begun work on a casual basis at a grocery store. Both Isam and Najlaa have
participated in English and work readiness programs through the Open Door society.

The Refugee sub-committee has chosen not to sponsor another refugee in 2011. Remaining

funds will likely be used to support the Al -Juboori family in repaying the air fare costs

associated with their flight to Canada and for which they are making monthly payments to the
Government of Canada. The decision about sponsoring additional refugees will occur in

2012. The committee would like to thank all those who contributed in any way to the support

of this family with special thanks to Bob McAus
provided their services for two successful fund raising ventures.

~ Brian Walton

[AGES 22X 0S8 cHoy A UnSRe up of

4-1 1 . We contnue to sing once a

&

& wel come our newest members Kaitl
\/cjvc from-1D:3® (between services)
interested in singing and having
* director AndN1&d®&2pi f man mo4 27 det

Thanks. ~ Andr ea
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SANCTUARY CHOIR LENTEN NEWSLETTER

Sing Hosanna! Alleluia! Hear the Bells Ringing!

]’ These are the musical messages coming from the
Sanctuary Choir practices as we in choir approach
the Lenten and Easter Season of worship.

Blest by Thee, with Thee be passed,
That with purer, nobler praise L
We may keep Thy feast at last. V

Oh, may these our Lenten days, (\Q/

(from the Latin c11th Century)

Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter Services
also carry their own special messages which we
wish to share musically with the Congregation.

Your Sanctuary Choir would sincerely welcome

the voices of any and all who would like to join

usin t he ochoir lofto for these wort
and hymns 0 even if only for the Lenten/Easter

music. Choir practice is 7:30 Thursday evenings.

He is Risen! Alleluia!
Betty Lou Curtis,
Sanctuary Choir Director

LENTEN NEWSLETTER
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During the winter, the Stewardship Commitee has
i nvest ment policy. Now that we, along with the
facilitate the |l egacy giving initatve, we woul d
i nvest ment eforts. We are | ooking at wusing the
the investment vehicle. The investment policy
t o Il nvestng that will keep our funds safe whi
answering our questons we wil/|l be meetng with t
new policy to the Board for approval. We pl an
we are al so dri asicsuisnsg nigd enaesw tfhuantd we coul d i nita
di scussions with the Property Commitee about fu
projects to improve the building and make it mo
to join our commitee, we are |l ooking foA27®0 ne
opames. cook@sasktel .net

Long Range Planning Committee

The LRP Committee serves an advisory roll to the Church Board. The committee is

examining future directions for St. Martins. A current issue is the development of the
Stonebridge region. How can St. Martinds make i
area? Fortunately, we have been able to include messages of invitation in the Stonebridge

Newsletter which is delivered to each household. The billboard on the corner of Clarence

and Wilson is very well placed and advertises church activities to a high volume of people

passing by.

This summer Andrew Pawlowich, a committee member, initiated the fruit stand sale at
St . Martinds. Pl ans are underway to expand this
areear-mar ked to assist in the o6greeningo6 of the <c

The Church directory project is nearing completion under the leadership of Shelly
McFadden. The committee is very pleased with the support and cooperation of members
of the congregation. Hopefully the directory and poster board will support the culture of

i nclusiveness of St. Martinds.

Continuing discussions are focusing on issues f
committee is monitoring the presbytery LRP committee.

~ Submitted by, Harold Schultz
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ST. MARTIN'S UNITED CHURCH

(2617 CLARENCE AVE S)
ON

Saturday, April 16, 2011
Wheelchair Accessible & Meals on Wheels

ON THE MENV:

HAM
SCALLOPED POTATOES
HOT VEGETABLES
COLESLAW
ASSORTED SALADS
PICKLES
PIE
BEVERAGES

FOUR SITTINGS: 4:30pPM, 5:15PM, 6:00PM & 6:30PM

ADULTS $11.00
CHILDREN (5 - 12) $5
CHILDREN UNDER 5 FREE

FOR TICKETS CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (343-7101)
OR EUNICE KLEPPE (343-1936)
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