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Hope Peace Joy Love

Hope, peace, joy, love. Please contribute
These are the to this
traditional themes of Advent theme by

the Sundays in the emailing or

season of Advent.This phoning Michael

year, we will focus our with your stories
attention on these of hope, peace, jo' -
pre-Christmas gifts of and love. He will

the Spirit. And we will not use your

do so by telling our name, if you prefe

own stories of hope,
peace, joy and love.

All the staff at St.

Martinds wish you all the
What is it you hope blessings of hope, peace, /
for? What gives you joy and love in the coming Zﬂfg‘

peace? What brings you  holiday season.
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you love? Starting

» \\
November 27 and Vb\“ >
running through until x %‘b
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with him. It will be our L)
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Preparing for Advent

Advent is marked by a spirit of expectation, of anticipation, of preparation, of longing for

the coming of the Holy Child. We have a rich tradition in the United Church and at St.
Martinds ar odithedoloars thewrdath, the journey to Bethlehem, the story -
telling, the music. These symbols and ritua
and the world; and to enliven and enhance the feeling of anticipation that something

magical and mysterious happened and is happening still.

In this time of excitement and anticipation may each of you find meaning for your own

l i ves. St . Mauzz with pacial\wsdrvices, cbneertsa parties and activities dur-

ing this season of Advent. | invite you to enter into this season with us 0 open to the possi-
bilities of something magical and mysterious happening inside of you!

May you know and experience anew the hope, peace, joy, and love born into the world
more than 2000 years ago, as we move together into this season of celebration.

I n Christds Service,

\ ‘\(J
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The Ministry by Phone fall session concluded with a wind  -up dessert potluck and lively discussion on
November 9. This fall, the Ministry by Phone team was saddened by the passing of Lillian Lucky,

who was a phoner for a number of sessions. We were pleased to welcome two new phoners, and as
always, were blessed by the presence of our many returning phoners and prayermates.

Bette Brazier
Chair of the Board

If you are new to St. Martin's and did not receive a call or message during this fall's
phoning session, please contact the church office to ensure that we don't miss you in the
spring! The spring 2012 session will likely begin in April.
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St. Martinos
Music Ministry
Presents
OTHE SOUNDS OF
Sunday Decenib@04.1
7:00 p.m.
St. Martinds Uni

2617 Clarence Avenue
Doors open 6:15 p.m.
Admission: $7.00
All seats rush
Refreshments to follow...

All proceeds to purchase musiC{esb
for

St . Martinodos
and
Worship Band
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Advent and Christmas are fast approaching
and as such we hope that you will find time
In the busyness of the season to take part
In some of the following events

Sunday November 23 ™

Decorating will occur on Wednesday November 23 ™ beginning at

11:30 am. Please join the members of the worship committee to
assist with preparing the church for advent. Please let Lori Mack,
Chair of Worship or any of the staff know if you are able to assist.

Pizza will be served.

Saturday December 3rd

Christmas Tea and Bake Sale  (2pm-4pm)
See the poster in this newsletter for more information.

Sunday December 4 ™

OSounds of the Se&soapiys Concer
See the poster in this newsletter for more information
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Sunday December 11 ™

Hard to be Merry Service is on December 11™ at 7:00 p.m. Christmas is a
joyous season, one in which it seems the whole world is celebrating. At the same
time, Christmas brings home memories of times past and of the differences
between then and now. Many of those differences are happy ones, but some are
painful & one less chair at the Christmas dinner table, fewer presents under the
tree because of a change in economic circumstances, a move from house to
apartment, the loss of a dear friend. At times, it can be hard to be merry. Such
feelings are better acknowledged than ignored, so at this special service, Michael
will lead us through a time of remembrance in preparation for the festive season.
Refreshments and fellowship will follow.

Wednesday December 15th ™

A Sabbath Evening Family Potluck is on December 15™ at 6:00 pm . . .

a casual relaxed family meal in the church. Come and hear an Advent story, do

come carol singing and enjoy the fellowship of staff and congregation members.

Sunday December 18th " at both 9:30 and 11:00  am

will be led by the children of our church
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ADVENT AND
CHRISTMAS

’p!clAl. SERVICE TIM!‘

Sunday No'Vemdrn ®7 30 Horpde 611: 00 am
Sunday December 4t h,iP2GXx¥k09: 30 and
Sunday DecdPfmb@tl 19tB0iJeoryd 11: 00 am
Sunday De'®Hamtlert o011Be MerOrOy pSrer vi ce

Sunday December 18th, 2011 9:30 and
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Sunday Jdand&* vy 1
Come i n your Pajamas Sunday and Hol )
11: 00 am only

Por amorde dios
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Worship Committee

Questions or comments abou
Concerns or praises? We are the people you want to talk to.

Our committee organizes readers and greeters and
communion servers for both the 09:30 and 11:00 services. If
you are interested in participating in any way please contact
us or there is a sign up sheet for these tasks in the lounge. It
IS a great way to get to know more of the faces and names of
our church family.

We are currently seeking someone who is comfortable
with computers to run the overhead projector during the
09:30am worship service. If you are interested please contact
Rev. Michael.

We will be decorating the church for
Christmas onNov. 23 at 11:30 ansome and

join us for decorating and a pizza luneVsp Lori
(lori.mack@sasktel.net)

Current members of the committee are
Derek and Helen Hill, Lori Mack, Shirley
McAuslan, Bunny Pfeifer, Rev. Michael, an
Maureen Zoerb.

<E’.........

~ Lori Mack, Chair of Worship Committee
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Presbytery Representative ReporAdvent 2011
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Website Report B

The website http://stmartinsuc.comcontinues to be

updated regularly. If you are not able to attend church, why not visit the
website and oworship onlinebo. T
weekly as they are avail abl e. A
can also find our past newsletters online.

he ser
5 wel |

Got a question about the United Church? There are links on the websitg to

Saskatchewan Conference, and the national United Church site.

Over 200 people visit our site each month. So far this year, there have been over 5500

one of these visitors?

suggestions for the website or have something you would like to submit,
stmartinsuc.com

~ Cathy Anderson

isits.

llet me
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Outreach, Advent 2011

Advent means oOcoming,é6 a time whe r
birth of Christ anew in our hearts, lives and communities. In our preparatio
we acknowledge the hardships of some of the people in our city. In the dai
and cold Dec. days, many are hungry, cold and inadequately housed. It ha
become our tradition to have an Advent Tree in the lounge; the purpose of
which is to address in some small way, a need in our community. Last yea
responded to ICM's [Integrated Community Ministry] request for warm socl
You filled the Advent Tree several times with a total of 235 pair! The storie
that came back from ICM were humbling; some folks received their socks !
tears of gratitude. We will again collect socks, hoping to make several deli
ies to ICM before Christmas. Can we beat last year's total? Absolutely!

What has Outreach been up to since the last Newsletter?

From Sept.11to Oct9we coordi nated the Good Food Junction Fundr

donated, colored carts etc. A special oOthanksdé t o Daya
chart. Thanks too for filling the o0real 6 grocery cart
Several people toured the building and learned about the agencies housed in Kinsmen Activity Place, the new home of
Since then we have hosted two Wed. morning ocoffee ti
interested in this ministry wil!/ volunteer to accompa
member to learn more, volunteer or ask questions.

Al Melina Torrance, our Essential Voices employee, continues to work with Brenda in the office on F

i mornings. She is friendly, positive and enjoys the work. Hopefully, many of you have had an oppo

to meet Melina.

Shekinah Retreat Centre.
Community Garden:

It was a great gardening year! A lot of produce was grown in a small area. The wrap up Pot luck was held Oct12 with m
delicious veggie dishes served. It was decided to expand the garden from 10 to 16 plots and this was done Oct 22. Thal
Ralph Reid and Bob Armstrong for preparing the area, Ken Gunn for donating and transporting the topsoil and manure,
Stacey Smith for donating his time and equipment to rototill the entire area. It looks great and is ready for winter'tbtteres
gardeners and would be gardeners are invited to watch the Messenger and/or website in Feb. for application forms.

~ Respectfully submitted for the Outreach Committee, Dayle Armstrong.

Committee members: Garth Bruce, Greg Bell, Elizabeth Cuming, Esther Edmonds, Dick Neal, Helen Thomas, Pat Turn
Michael Webster [staff]
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was surpassed due to the enthusiastic response of the congregation. $7800 was raised. Many thanks to all who partimiphted: sa
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The fundraising sale for Senior Youth Group began St
November 13th....order your holiday poinsetiae trdtareen
13th and November27th. Order options and details will be
at the Poinsettia table in the front lounge. Orders must be
Funds generated will be used to pay costs of youth grouy

attending Youth Rally in March 2012

aLngi/a‘.
: on uni Yaw 4
Lns mljerts SOW U4 2 *

We have had a very busy fall including preparing and

serving food for three very large funerals.

e

We have also made preparation for mincemeat making and have

now completed making and packaging it for sale in one and
two pound containers. Some of you who purchased from us
previously have recently been contacted by phone. We are
happy to have new customers as well.

Saturday December 3rd is our U.C.W. annual tea and bake
sale. Some bazaar items will also be available.

Come and purchase your Christmas baking and have a ST,

cup of tea and some goodies. ‘o
~ Shirley Cross




Page2

The St. Martinds Book Club has been m
have shared many books which are now part of our library. A list of the books
and the questions we used for discussion are kept in a binder by the library.
Check it out!

During the fall the Book Club has shared two books, the first being the wonderful
bestselling novel 7The Helpby Kathryn Stockett. Beginning in November, that
book was followed by / am Hutterite by Mary Ann Kirkey, from Prince Albert, SK.
Her book won the Saskatchewan Book Award for the Best NonFiction book in
2007.

The Book Club is always open to new members. The featured book and a brief
review of the book is in the showcase in the lounge. If the book we are reading
interests you, get a copy of the book and spend some time reading it. The date
we will get together to discuss the book is announced through the Messenger.
Generally, we meet on a Monday evening to discuss the book and plan for our
next book. If you have questions please call Mavis McPhee at 3437624 or email
her at mavis.m@sasktel.net

leeting

\

Lay Pastoral Visitors

Yo

This dedicated group of people have taken on the responsibility of providing a

monthly contact for those congregation members unable to attend wo

rship or

church functions due to age, ill health, transportation issues and others. We
s to thos
bulletin and messenger. The group meets once a month to share how their vis-
its have gone and to look for new ways of bringing the church community to

al so arrange for weekly mailing

these people.

If you would have time to donate a couple of hours a month to this im
pastoral initiative of our church please contact Keith at 343 -7101.

L)

portant

S

n


mailto:mavis.m@sasktel.net

Childrends Ministry News Pacs

Novembédh s2The first Sunday in Advent
wi || be making a craft for the tree i
Decembéf -TBe Children of St. Martint
sharing in the | eadership of wor s hi g
We wi | | be doing a play called AThe
be during Bible Adventures on Decemb
one quick practice in the sanctuary
o0clock service. 't should be a fun

Decembéfiyad are invited to a Special Christmas E

with Children i n mind. Wedr5s hmipn uwtielsl | boen ga papnrdo xw i
Everyone is Wel come! Two Other worship service
10: 30.

Janua¥YRajlama Suweday your PJs to church. God | ov
our Sunday best or our comfy jammies. Come, hayv

Nursery

/| OO

"OEAI

Long Range Planning Committee Report November 2011

The LRP Committee has been examining issues t
the issues under consideration include: reviewing arnddrei t i ng t he churchds M
property assessment, church services of the future, church signage and improvement and building

capacity to support the needs of St. Martinds

A PowerPoint presentation was presented to the Board on Sept 22nd. These issues are now under
larger discussion regarding future action that might be taken.

~ Harold Schultz
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CONTEMPORARY SINGERS

The fall season has been a time for the choir to regroup after the summer hiatus. Wit
some new faces and a lot of new repertoire we are glad to be back singing together a. ..

t he

cert, December 4", 2011 as well as to having you experience the beauty of our Christmas repertoire which we

ent husiasm shows.

We

have been rehearsing for weeks.

are |l ooking

f or waismgicort- o

We remain most grateful for our incredible accompanist, Erin Tempel whose beautiful playing inspires us all.
Thanks also to Betty Lou Agnew for her fine music leadership on the organ.

£0,
B
BOSYRY,

p

7

Steward5h|p has been very involved this fall organizing the Conversation Cafes o1 £

If you have a burning desire to sing with this upbeat and-4oming group of people come
check us out. We rehearse every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. and would be glad to have you drop

by.

We would Iike

to wish the

Blessed Christmas Season and a very best in 2012.

members of

future of property at St. Martin'sWe have been delighted with the participation and are looking forward to working on
some recommendations with the Property, Long Range Planning and Finance Committees that we can take to the Board
and to the Congregation at the Annual General Meeting in early 2012.

November is also Stewardship month and we have provided pledge letters to everyone in the congregation to complete

t

and return to the church.This is an important part of the budget process at St. Martin's and we encourage all to return
the letter to the church. If you have not already signed up for PARre Authorized Remittance, we would encourage
you to do so as it makes the budget process much easferou would like to have your monthly contribution to

St. Martin's debited directly from your bank account, please indicate so on your pledge letter, or just contact the church.

ST. MARTI N6S CARD & BOARD GAMES CLUB
/' w5{ 9 h!ws5 D!a9o{ /[ O2yoeydzSa G2 YSSG Ay
OKdzNOK [ daJES>I2y GKS {SQP2yR ¢dzSaRIFe 2F SI OK
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The worship band continues to make great music together with a present memt
ship of ..six instrumentalists and 8 vocalists. We are very grateful for the efforts
our volunteer sound men, Patrick Davis and Joel Yurach, whose commitment to our rehearsal and worship schedule
is very much appreciated.

We | ook forward to participating in the fundraising
contemporary sound to the 1100 a.m. worship service approximately twice a month. We rehearse on Wednesdays
from 700-830 p.m. and would welcome new members at any time.

We continue to meet operating expenses without any financial assistance
from the church budget, relying sol
of the Seasond6 concert for our mu
and lively group invites anyone interested to come and see if our group is
right for youé

~ Respectfully submitted by T. Coulthard
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Group. Anyone thinking t taking on t
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to have such consistent, caring hel

We wel come new members to our commi ttee i 4 i me
joining us to speak with Adrienne, Keith, me

Wi shing you and your family a wonderful, L Sy 4,

~ Bl essings, Laura Steel, Chair

Committee Members: Tanya Coulthard, Barb Faure, JJoal
Hal | , and Adrienne Starks.




Sanctuary Choir

Al Qa
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Church bells are ringing out their chimes,
Congregation singing, Christmas carols ringing,
So get me to the Church on time.

Sanctuary lights are softly gleaming,

Tree lights and candles also shine,

Jesus is the reason, for the Christmas season,
So get me to the Church on time!

So, did you find yourself softly singing to the above?
Great! l'tds a sign from
The SANCTUARY CHOIR and sing , if even just for the
Christmas season this year.

You are needed, wanted, and welcome!

Practices (even for angels) are Thursdays at 7:30.

Call Betty Lou Curtis at 374.282 for more information.

O COMEALLYE FAITHFUL

t

he

Page7

Chri st mas

ra1x

Angel

)



SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3th *

@S%EE 2-4PM &1 Ao

FREE WILL OFFERING .
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HOME MADE MINCEMEAT 57
FOR SALE (<5 id
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Monday, December 5th at 7:00 pm
Knox United Church, 838 Spadina Crescent East, Saskatoon
WLFNHW FDQ EH SXUFKDVHG IURP 6W $QGUHZ-V &ROOHJIH
Knox United Church, McNally Robinson
and other United Churches in Saskatoon
or at the door.
Rush seating. Doors open at 6:00 pm.
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